
Bonjour world travelers!        221 days to departure 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Upcoming payments: 
December 9th Payment #3 - $300 
January 18th Iceland ext. - $350 
 
Next meeting: 
January 18th 6:00-7:00pm  

Winter meeting at MVHS rm 106  
(come through the side doors) 

Updates:  
At our Fall meeting last night (on 11/01/16), we covered the following: 

● Explaining accommodations (have you checked out their locations?!?!) 

○ Our Paris hotel requires large groups to also purchase a dinner plan (totally worth it 
for the hotel quality and location). Therefore, all dinners have been paid for during the 
nights in Paris (this saves you $$$). BUT because the money has to come from 
somewhere else in the budget, I have decided to no longer purchase boat-bus passes 
while we’re in Venice (about $20 for 2 days) and put that expense on travelers. This 
will ultimately SAVE you money. 

● Flight status: still waiting to hear back from the airlines (patience!) 

● How we travel with such a large group: sub-groups! You will meet your group 

leaders at the next meeting 

● Updates to our itinerary: I had left a day out on the itinerary on our website (whoops!). 

I added the extra day to Paris. I also added an afternoon in the Vatican while we’re in 
Rome--this was always part of the plan but I had left it out (whoops, again) on the website 
itinerary. Please see the updated itinerary (attached to this email AND located under 
“newsletters” on our website) 



● Travel insurance: recommended! This is where your refund 

will come from if you need to cancel before departure OR if 
anything unforeseen happens while abroad. Please see 
attached travel insurance options that I found (also can be 
found under “newsletters” on our website). If you are using 
one that’s not on the list, let me know! I’d love hear about 
any better options that you’ve found! 

● Travel documents: start requesting your passport SOON if 

you haven’t done so already (no VISA required) 

● Budgeting: Please see the attached budget sheet (also found under “newsletters” on our 

website). Start planning now!  
○ Here is my recommendation for food budgets (per day): $7-$10 for lunch, $15 for 

dinner (this is an overestimate and will be drastically cheaper if you take advantage 
of the kitchens in the hostels), $5 for snacks 

○ My recommendation for currency starter amounts (all in as small of bills as you can 
get--5’s, 10’s, 20’s:  

■ 100 euros 
■ 50 pounds (if doing London day trip) 
■ $150 WORTH of Icelandic Kronas (if doing Iceland extension). This will give you 

about 15,000 Icelandic Kronas 

● Luggage advice: 
○ You may only bring ONE checked bag and two small carry-ons (one for under the 

seat and one for the overhead bin) 
○ Any purse/day bag should meet security 

standards: 
■ The straps are not easily cut 
■ The bottom of the bag can not easily be 

cut 
■ It has a zipper or something to make it 

more difficult to enter for prying hands 


